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This Month’s History Highlight!
History of the Naval Postgraduate School
If There Was No NPS
Celebrating 70 Years in Monterey
 
This year marks the 70  anniversary of the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) relocating from the Naval Academy grounds at Annapolis to the
former Hotel Del Monte grounds in Monterey, Calif. The relationship built between NPS and the Monterey Peninsula community has created an
environment for military officers, DoD employees and first responders from across the nation to come together to receive top-tier defense-
focused graduate education.
The roots of NPS, however, stem back further than Monterey, trace back more than a century. On June 9, 1909, less than four months after the
completion of the record-setting world cruise of the Great White Fleet, then Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) George von L. Meyer signed
General Order No. 27, establishing a school of marine engineering at Annapolis. The school operated for eight years before being closed in
1917 when the U.S. entered World War I, but was re-established and expanded in 1919, officially becoming the Naval Postgraduate School.
During World War II, Fleet Admiral Ernest King, Chief of Naval Operations and
Commander-In-Chief of both the Atlantic and Pacific fleets, established a commission
to review the role of graduate education in the Navy. By the end of the war, it was
apparent that the facilities of the Naval Postgraduate School at the Naval Academy at
Annapolis, were insufficient for the Navy’s future needs.
Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz noted, “To my horror – I learned that on ‘D’ Day – it was
planned to close down the Naval War College and the Naval Postgraduate School in order to provide officers for an expanding Fleet – as was
done on ‘D’ Day for World War I,” said Nimitz reflecting on the war plans he received as his first act as Chief of Bureau of Navigation. “I
immediately cancelled those plans and prepared for expanded classes at both…”
Nimitz, King, along with SECNAV James Forrestal had a vision for the future of NPS and are considered the architects of today’s NPS.
In 1945, Congress passed legislation to make the school a fully-accredited, degree-granting graduate institution. Two years later, Congress
authorized the purchase of the Hotel Del Monte and 627 acres of surrounding land for use as an independent campus for the school.
In 1951, the coast-to-coast move involved 500 students, about 100 faculty and staff and thousands of pounds of books and research
equipment. Rear Adm. Ernest Edward Herrmann supervised the move that pumped new vitality into the Navy's efforts to advance naval science
and technology.
Then, in a 1959 commencement address at NPS to mark its 50  anniversary, then-Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Arleigh Burke, a 1930 NPS
alumnus, attributed several important naval advances to the Navy’s long-term commitment to postgraduate education. “Rapid technological
advance...did not come by accident, nor did it come overnight. It has been the result of educating carefully selected officers in each succeeding
generation of officers,” he said.
“The Naval leaders of 50 years ago showed great perspective and foresight in seeing the need for advanced technical and scientific knowledge
among naval officers. They recognized that ships and naval weapons were becoming more complex, that their proper employment at sea would
require officers who were familiar not only with the age-old profession of the sea, but who could understand and could use effectively the
complex weapons of the years to come.”
Since then, NPS has been a hub of academic and operational research that has left a lasting impact on the Navy, Marine Corps, and DoD writ
large that will continue to advance operational effectiveness, technological leadership and warfighting advantages.
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